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~ QILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 
~ , SACATON, AZ. 85247 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
P.O. Box 97 

(602) 562·3311 or 963·4323 

July 12, 1989 

Mr. Larry Landry 
Landry Associates 
2 N. Central i1950 
Phoenix, Arizona 8500~ 

Dear Mr. Landry, 

During our recent meeting discussing roads development plans on 
the reservation, you requested clarification of the Gila River 
Indian Community's north-south access points to the Southwest 
Loop freeway. We indicated that the tribe's master plan for the 
northern border area identifies 7th Street as critical and 
necessary to service existing and planned development. However, 
7th Avenue is not needed for access to Community lands, as staff 
has made clear on a number of occasions during Technical Advisory 
Committee sessions with ADOT and its consultant, HDR, Inc. 

I hope this clarifies the tribe's position on 7th Street, rather 
than 7th Avenue, being the requested point of access. If you 
have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

cc: CAntone, Land Use Planning 
DHallock, OP&E 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
HIGHWAYS DIVISION 

206 South Seventeenth Avenue Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

AOSE MOFFOAO 
Governor 

CHARLES L. MILLER 
Director 

Dorothy Hallock 
Comprehensive Planner 

July 3, 1989 

Gila River Indian Community 
P. 0. Box 97 
Sacaton, Arizona 85247 

RE: South Mountain Freeway 

Dear Dorothy: 

THOMAS A. BAYANT,II 
State Engineer 

Recent statements made by Gila River Indian Community (GRIC) 
staff at various meetings indicate that there is some confusion 
regarding location of the South Mountain Freeway and access 
afforded the GRIC to the freeway. 

For your information, I have attached one 
depicting the alignment, design features 
right-of-way for the South Mountain Freeway. 

of our handouts 
and approximate 

I should point out that sheet 5 of 11 fails to show the 
proposed Estrella Drive grade separation which is part of the 
design concept. Otherwise, these handouts are consistent with 
the Design Concept Report, Design Concept Report Plans Set, and 
Final Environmental Assessment transmitted to GRIC July 27, 
1988. 

If you have any questions or need further clarification, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

JLL:SAM:vlb 

Attachment 

cc: Ed Wueste, FHWA 

L. LOUIS 
Assistant Urban Highway Engineer 
Urban Highway Section 
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QILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 

C~LeC"tioe (!)~ oJ tk. 
q~~.J!t.q~ 

315 Wed &ta ~ Road 
Pod Ofice &n 97 

July 12, 1999 

The Honorable Mayor Skip Rimsza 
City of Phoenix · 
200 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003 

Dear Mayor Rimsza: 

SACATON~ AZ 85247 

(520) 562-6000 
tfku: (520) 562-60/0 

The Gila River Indian Community (the ((Community'') has received a draft copy of the South 
Mountain Parkway Specific Plan which was prepared by the City of Phoenix's Planning 
Department. Members of my staff have completed a preliminary review of this draft plan that 
proposes an alternative alignment through our Community. 

While this proposed plan would obviously benefit the City of Phoenix's limited access to the west 
valley, the Community does not see any benefits to having this alignment on our lands. We do not 
desire to see the proposed state highway proceed through any portion of South Mountain due to 
cultural and religious significance. However, there are several disadvantages to Alternative "B". 

There is no guaranteed access which would be provided to the Community through the 
development ofthis proposed highway. We would require access. 
The alignment, as proposed, is not eligible for the $85 million in parkway funds unless the 
Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) approves the new alignment. Which entity 
would pursue parkway funds and the change of alignment? 
ADOT would be required to complete environmental studies in this area according to 
regulations. 
ADOT' s State Transportation Board would have to approve this alignment as a new state 
highway, and accoroing to ADOT, this would be a limited access highway. 
The plan discusses proposed noise and visual mitigation elements which would only benefit 
the residents of the Ahwatukee Foothills area. There appears to be no positive aesthetic 
enhancements for the Community. Therefore, the Community would be subject to negative 
noise and visual impacts from the proposed highway. This is not acceptable. 
The proposed alignment creates the potential for incompatible development opportunities for 
the Community's landowners in the area. Therefore, the proposed highway alignment may 
not meet mutual objectives. Our future development in this area would be limited. 

The Honorable Mayor Skip Rimsza 
July 12, 1999 
Page 2 

Since the toll road concept has been abandoned, the Community has not pursued further discussions 
as to any alternative alignment(s) on our land. However, ADOT has recently requested the 

_,_Community's consideration on an alignment south of South Mountain. The Community's Gila 
--Borderlands Plan conveyed a conceptual plan for an alternative alignment if the toll road concept 

had proved feasible and advantageous to our Community. 

We remain very concerned that your office did not commu.nicate its intent to circulate a plan of this 
nature, prior to distribution, given the -key role the Community would have in the proposed project. 
If a project of this magnitud·e were to occur, it would be on a government to government relationship. 
However, a planner within the City of Phoenix's Planning Department distributed it to two staff 
members of mine who are not directly involved in transportation planning issues. In the future, I 
strongly suggest that documents of this nature be provided directly to my office with copies to-Ms. 
Sandra Shade, Director of our Community's Department of Transportation via the Mayor's office. 

In closing, our Community has roadways within our respective areas which we consider to be a 
priority_ The dilemma currently confronted by the City of Phoenix is not a priority our Community 
desires to undertake at this time. Should the Community desire to entertain this matter further, we 
will contact your office. 

Sincerely, 

'IJ/~V~ 
~~~~ThJmas 
Governor 

MVT:ss 

cc: Cecil F. Antone, Lt. Governor, GRIC 
Community Council, GRIC 
I-10 & Pecos Landowners Association, GRIC 
Districts 6 & 7 Communities, GRIC 
Sandra Shade, Director, GRIC DOT 
Mary Peters, Director, ADOT 
Sal DiCiccio, Councilman, City ofPhoenix 
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(/I LA RIVER 
INDIAN COMMUNITY 

DISTRICT 7 SERVICE CENTER 
RURAL ROUTE 4, BOX 186 
LAVEEN, ARIZONA 85339 

Memorandum 

To: Mr. John D. Godec 
South Mountain Corridor Team Leader 

Fr: Keith R. Fohrenkam, Chairperso~~ 
GRIC District Seven ' 

Date: December 11, 2001 

Re: South Mountain Freeway 

(520) 430-4780 
FAX (520) 430-3224 

Upon the District review of your presentation on the proposed routes for the South Mountain 
Freeway, it is the majority ruling of the District Seven Community members to write this letter in 
opposition of the Freeway coming through the District Seven Community. 

Ifyou should have any further questions, please call the telephone numbers listed above. Thank
you. 

xc: file 

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 
Executive C!ifice qf tlie Guvemor & Lieutenanr Governor 

DonaldR.AntoTt? Sr. 
Governor 

January 10, 2002 

Mr. Victor Mendez, Director 
Arizona Department of Transportation 
206 S. 17th A venue 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

• . . 
. 

Re: Reduced Corridor Study for the South Mountain EIS 

Dear Mr. Mendez: 

RidianfR Narda 
Lieutenant Governor 

The Gila River Indian Community (the "Community'') appreciates being included as a key stakeholder 
for the South Mountain Corridor EIS. As you know, this corridor has been the subject of several 
studies during the past fifteen years. Several of these studies considered freeway alignments on our 
Community's lands and these studies all concluded that freeway alignments more than a few miles 
south ofPecos Road are not feasible. 

The Community is not interested in revisiting alignments South of the Ocotillo Road section line, as 
referenced with the accompanying map to the Right ofEntryPennitNo. RE-02-01 that was granted 
by our Community Council on September 5, 2001. 

As recently as 1996, studies showed such alignments to be infeasible. In light of the above 
considerations, the Community Council has indicated that the study area on Community land be 
limited to the area North of the Ocotillo Road section line and North of the Gila River. We do not 
wish to preclude options, however, we do not believe there is value in studying alignments outside 
this area. 

We looked forward to a continued working relationship with the South Mountain EIS project team. 

Sincerely, 

c-:4~ cd~ /( C::. ~ -~ 
Donald R. Antone, Sr. 
Governor 

315 W. Cas a Blanca Road • Post Office Box 97 • Sacaton, Arizona 85247 • Telep_hone: (520) 562-6000 • . Fax: (520) 562-6010 
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Victor Mendez, Director 
January 10, 2002 

Reduced Corridor Study for the South Mountain EIS 

Page2 

cc: Richard P. Narcia, Lt. Governor 
Sandra Shade, Director, GRIC DOT 
Fred Ringlero, Director, GRIC LUP&Z 
Bill Hayden, Special Assistant to Director, ADOT 
Mary Viparini, Project Manager, ADOT 
Steve Martin, Project Manager, HDR 
Bill Vachon, Engineer, FHWA 
Davis Pecusa, Superintendent, BIA Pima Agency 

GILA RIVER INDIAN CoMMUNITY 
Executive qfJlce o/ tlie Governor & .Lieutenant Governor 

Dcmafd"R. Altto~ Sr. .Ric/ian{ P. Na.n:ia 
Governor Lieutenant Governor 

April 25, 2002 

Mr. Robert E. Hollis 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
234 N . Central Avenue, Suite 330 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 

Re: Development of Alternative Alignments for a South Mountain Transportation Corridor 
on Gila River Indian Community Lands 

Dear Mr. Hollis: 

As you are aware, stafffrom our Community have partnered with members of your st~ Arizona 
Department of Transportaticm, and the consultant team regarding the Environmental Impact 
Statement and Design Concept Report for the South Mountain Transportation Corridor Study. In 
addition, we have initiated a Gila Borderlands Task Force that is currently working on updating 
development plans along our northern boundary which is adjacent to the proposed transportation 
corridor. 

Our Community Council adopted a resolution in August 2000 which in essence does not support any 
freeway alignment on Tribal land ~ith.in the proposed study area. The~efore, until such time that 0\.11' 

Council revisits this resolution and modifies or rescinds it, the Communitx can not ofFer any 
aligrunents for inclusion into the above study. 

The Gila Borderlands Task Force has had preliminary internal discussions regarding potential 
alignments which may be advantageous to the Commucity and allotted landowners. The Task Force, 
as a recommending body, will continue to discuss the matter at future meetings. Should the 
resolution issue be resolved and the alignments forwarded to our Natural Resources Standing 
Connnittee, the Committee will determine whether the proposed alignments have merit which 
warrant their support for a favorable recommendation to our Community Council. In the meantime, 
the Community appreciates your understanding that only the Community government has the right 
to designate alignment alternatives within its boundaries. -

315 W Casa Bla!"lta ~cad • Post Otfic;e 5ox 97 • Sacaton, Atizona 65247 • Telephone: {520) 56UIOOO • Fax: (520) 562-6010 
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Mr. Robert E. Hollis 
April 25, 2002 
Page 2 EIS/DCR South Mountain Transportation Corridor 

Members of my staff will continue to work with your staff during this study process. We look 
forward to a continued mutually beneficial working relationship. 

Sincerely, 

~~/~~A 
Donald R. Antone, Sr. 
Governor 

cc: Richard P. Narcia, Lt. Governor 
Victor Mendez, Director, Arizona Department of Transportation 
Davis Pecusa, Superintendent, BIA, Pima Agency 
Sandra Shade, Director, GRIC DOT 

Riclia;rf .P Jlfar.d11 
GovER>-: OP. 

Gila RiPet' It1!dlut~ Cornt1tiiiiity · 
ExECUTIVE OFFICE oF THE GovERNOR & LIEUTENANT Gov ERNOR 

Aprilll , 2003 

Mr. Robert E. Hollis 
Division Administrator .. .. 
Federal Highway Administratiotl: 
Arizona Division 
One Arizona Center, Suite 410 
400 E. Van Buren St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2285 

~e: HDA-AZ File·#: NH-202;D(ADY) 

Dear 'rvk Hoil.is: · 
.. 

Ma;y V Tliomas 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

This correspondence. is ili respo~e to your M~ch 6, "2003 letter ~ which. you have requested the 
Community to identify.a corridor for study -for the Environmental ImpactStat~ment Study for the 
South Mountain Corridor Sttidi . · · · · · · ' 

As you will note from the ~tffiched lettertoADOT dated January 10.,2002 and accompanying map 
to the Right of Entry Permit, a reduced ~orridor study wasoU:llined as the area North of the Ocotillo 
Road section line and North of the Glla River. 

For the Community to offer an "alignment(s)" for study, we would have to undertake a similar ·· 
process that ADOT' s consultant, HDR is currently undergoing with regarding to the Environmental 
Impact Statement Study. If the. Community were to "dictate" an alignment for study, this might · 
defeat the purpose of the study. 

. . 

As also conveyed in a letter to FHW A dated April 25, 2002 our Community Council has adopted 
a resohition in August 2000 which in essence does not support any freeway alignment on Tribal land 
within the proposed study area. Until such time that our Council revisits this resolution, the 
Comniunity staff, as .a part of the monthly EIS meetings, cannot offer any alignments for 
consideration. 

315 WEST CASABLANCA ROAD o PoST OFFICE Box 97 o SACATON, ARIZONA 85247 
TELEPHONE : (520) 562-6000 o FAX: (520) 562-6010 " EMAi l : executivemail@gric.nsn.us 
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Robert E. Hollis 
Aprilll , 2003 
Page2 

At this time, we feel that you have a corridor to study alignments. Any alignments for consideration 
must be ultimately approved by our Community Council. 

Richard P. N arcia 
Governor 

cc: Mary V. Thomas, Lt. Governor 
Community Council , GRIC 
Victor Mendez, Director, ADOT 

attachments: Correspondence dated January 10, 2002 to ADOT Director 
Correspondence dated April 25, 2002 to FHW A Division Administrator 

Dr1ftiM 
EJ'r~od>ISI>ultl.ill'llb;oiii\GRIC_I'<II'i'IGRIC.J'•I!IIIOol~.noA 
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!QILARI\/ERINDIAN COMMLJNity~ 

DISTRICT NO. 6 SERVICE CENTER 

April 23, 2003 

Governor Richard P. N arcia 
Gila River Indi~n Community 
·P. 0. Box 97 
Sacaton, Arizona 85427 

Re: South Mountain Freeway 

Dear Governor Narcia: 

Post Office Box 54 
~ .c.ween , Arizona 85339 

(520) 550-3805 
(520) 550-3806 

FAX: (520) 550-2900 

During this past year the Federal Highway Administration and the Arizona Department 
of Transportation began an Environmental Impact Study for the Future South Mountain 
Freeway. Meetings were held in the Districts to discuss the study with their residents and 
several articles appeared in the Gila River Indian newspaper. As a result of these 
activities, our District Six residents began to inquire as to where the future freeway might 
be and if it would impact their property. 

As you are aware, our District Six Community and the Community Council had adopted 
a resolution in August 2000 which did not support construction of new highways within 
our District boundaries. 

Based upon increased interest and requests from District Six residents, a meeting was 
Scheduled in December 2002 to provide an opportunity to update the District Six 
Community and respond to questions from landowners, community residents, and 
District Community Council members. ADOT and HDR staff and answering many 
questions from our residents, the District Six Community voted to permit ADOT to 
proceed with their study: The Community emphasized that approval did not replace the 
2000 resolution. 

This is a letter of support, on behalf of the District Six Community, for ADOT to 
proceed with the Environmental Impact Study for the future South Mountain Freeway 
and to abide by the resolution enacted in the year 2000. 

Page 2 .. · 
Governor Richard Narcia 
April23, 2003 

~lUI 
Albert Pablo 
Chairman, District Six Community 

Cc: District Six Councilmen (3) 
File 
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Rlt:n3rr/ F. Narda 
GOVERNOR 

MayS .2003 

Gi/P RiPer Indian Communittt 
ExECVTNE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR & liEUTENANT GOVERNOR J 

Honorable Mayor Skip Rimsza 
City ofPhoeriiX 
200 West Washington 
Phoenix, AZ 85001 

Mary V. ThomJts 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

Re: Extension of 48th Street South to the Boundary of the Gila Ri~er Indian Community 

Honorable Mayor :Rimsza: 

This is to apprise you of the concerns of the cnia River Indian Community (the "Community'') 
·regarding the extension of 48th Street South to the Community's boundary. In June 1998. Mr. 
Frank Fairballks, Phoenix City (the "City") Manager, along with other City staff met with then 

. GovenJ,or Mary Thomas and members of her staff. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss 
48th Street and how vital the connection to the Community will be for our development plans in 
our North Central area which encompasses over 2~000 acres. A copy of our Gila Borderlands 
Study was provided which depicts development along 48th Street. During that meeting 

tha: 481h s . as~ances t treet would be constructed to our conunon boundary were conveyed by Mr 
Fatrbanks to the Community. Based upon this discussion, we proceeded with the development 
of this area. This included making investments in excess of $200,000,000 for our Wild Horse 
Pass Resort and Casino and rezoning the area South of Ahwatukee for commercial use. This was 
done on the. premise and understanding that 48th Street would be our usignatureJ' entrance into 

. our development area.. The appraisals and rental contracts for these developments· are based on 
aceess to 48m Street that is connected through the City of Phoenix. 

The Febl'l,laty 24, 2001, Arizona Republic article on "Battle of 48th Street" indicates that uafler 
.the meeting with the City of Phoenix and· the Community;· the Pecos connection to I-10 was 
redesigned, elevating one ramp ami depressing the other below street level so that 48"' Street 
could be extended to the Gila River Community border. " 

·. Since the meeting in 1998, we have relied on the conunitments made by City officials. As you 
will note from the attached correspondence, over the past few years we have continued to 
communicate our intent to the City. We have never been officially informed to the contrary of 

· any changes. We are also aware that the City requested an amendment to the General Plan 
allowing it to make 48th Street into a four~ lane arterial road and take the street from where it ends 
now just South of Chandler Boulevard through Pecos Parle, and into ·our Community. We 
understand that the City often extends arterial streets into other jurisdictions and requires 
developments to be planned around those streets. 

315 WEST CASABLANCA ROAO • POST OFFICE Box 97 • SACATON, ARfZoNA 85247 
TELEPHONE: (520) 562-6000 • FAx: (520) 562-6010 • EMAIL: executivemail@gric.nsn.us · 

HoriOrable Mayor Skip Rimsza 
MayS;2003 
Page2 

As. recently as April 3, 2 003 members of my staff met with staff from the City along with a 
representative from the Arizona Department of Transportation (the "ADOT'') to again discuss 

·common ~cess points within the Citr· . In that meeting a Park plan, approved in 1999, was 
. provided to our staff which showed 48t Street as a dead end road North of the boundary. During 

· this meeting, City staff indicated that if the Community wanted to pay an estimated $3 000 000, 
which · would include widening the bridge and providing a grade separation, then' pe~aps 
·Ahwatukee residents may agree that the roadway be extended. The future roadway is on a 
section line and constitutes a major arterial for both the Conununity and the City. 

ADOT also has been aware of our plans and they too have ignored the Community's plans to 
extend this roadway to fo~ lanes, given their construction of a two lane bridge over the freeway. 
A four- lane structure will be required for our plans to come to fruition. In ~ddition, neither the 
City nor ADOT has indicated a willingness to share in the above referenced costs. 

The Community never received official notice that a retention basin would become a park and 
that this factor would preclude the con.Struction of 481

h Street to our boundacy. This is contrary 
to our written request of June, 1998, in which we requested that we be advised of any actions that 
may impact our CoiD.l11unity. 

We need to know if the City is still committed to the extension of 48th Street South to our 
boundary as a major arterial. I therefore request an opportunity to meet with you and the City 
Manager to discuss this matter. Please have a member of your staff contact Mr. Jose Solarez, 
.Economic Development Planner. at (520) 562-6131 to schedule this meeting. 

·Sincerely, . 

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 

f!i!~ ~ 
GovMDor 

co: . Mazy V. Thomas, Lt. Governor 
·.Community Council, GRlC 
Wild Horse Pass Development Authority 

.v''victor Mendez, Director, ADOT 

attacmnents: . Correspondence dated June 18, 1998 to Phoenix City Manager 
Correspondence dated August 18, 2000 to Phoenix City Manager 
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'( • .·· . 

·,QfLA Rf\!:E:~·INDIA.:N COMMUNITY · 
. . . ...: .:-:.-. SACATON~-·AZ . 85247 
CAC4ttUJ. ~ oi IJu, 

. q~ euu4 .J!t. Q~ 
· J is .lthd eua ~ Road 

/)Dd ·~~97. 

·. 1~18,1998 

Mr •. PDnkP~ 
City Ma!J.aF . 
CitY af:Pb.omix . 
. 200W. Wammaton 
. Phosilir, A% 

DOer Mr. Fairbanks, 

{5.20) 562-6000 
~ .. (5.20) .562-60/0 

. ~~the~ by~ and yaur stUfmembm to dise&its ourmuiual p~ and·~~ 
U!tld. . .. . . . . 

~ you are 8.waro ~ Cc?zmnunitYbu dewlcpmeut plaris our lands south olPeccs ·Road, that ,m conBid.or 
. elst:Dtia1 tO OW' loq term ~ic prosperity. Encloted i4 a COW of1ho Gila Bordodancla StudY! ~y 
adc,pted by the Conmmnity Ccnmeil. 1hat ·~ our cumat plaJming 1br our lands that border ~ur City. 

The f;ity"s a~ to ~"the43111 Savet riabt4waytotlw Coma:wnity bowdary. and to woik wDh. 
the Commtmi1y m ~the mutual asreed upcm. aJigmmnt wu ~ eaeourasJu8. Wo are Q1l'RmtJ.y 
~ 48111 Strelt.about !4 milo south of Pecos Read. and will bo locatina !omo utWties in thta 

. corridor to. the north. J would lib to have our ltaff'wolk with your IJtaff u IOOD. as possiblG to determine 
· .1he ~ lacitian. Sandm Shade, out' Depattm.ent of Transportation Director. will be. c:oordioatioa cnu 48~~L 

Smet aUpment . 

I bcpe the City otPhOCaix and the Gihi River Jndiasi COIIlliWility can work cooperatively in plamUng and 
dewlcpiug our mutual boundlly. Please keep us iDfolll!.ed of any actiODS that may impact our Community. 

cL!dT.GJ:. 
. MaryV. Thomas, Governor ~-

Gila Rivet indian Community . . 

c:c: Ceoil F. Antone. Lt. Governor 
Sandra Shado_ Transpoxtatipn Director 

.; 

~18,2000 

. . ( . 

.Grt:A.,RIVER INDIAN Co~~TY . 
~ OJiia o/tk Govemtir & .Lieittmmtt Govemtir 

. . :Mr .. Prank Fairbanks 

! 

I ' 

c~~-
. City. otPhoordx 
200'W. Washinaton 
PhOcuix, AZ 85001 

near :Mr. FahbmkB: 

In~ of 1998 representatives froDl the Gila River 1ndian Community and tho City ofPhommc met 
to diScuss mutual plamling and tnul!portation issues rcaardins tha axtansiou of 48• Street south to 
cur Community's boundary. It~ mY undemanding that tho City agreed to extend 4311a Street and to 
work with CJUI' staff in detenninbls the mutual ~od upon alignment of the roadway. 

Wo arc stiD hltorested in pursuing this important proje<n because aa the Community conveyed during 
·the earlier :meetirJas, cur lODi range plans' include a vnty of economic and commercial 
developnumts on over 2,000 acres that will surround our Wlld Horse Pass Casino. 

Wo would like tO requeet a meetins with you and Rpresentatives .of the City" a trausportatlon staff 
to discuss the 48* Street exttmsicn. Please have a member of your sta1f contact Ms. Carol Buckles, 
Encutive ~ at (520) 562-6040 to schedule a date and time. Should your staff have my 
questicma or desire additional inionnation they may contact :Ms. Sandra Shade, Direcrtor tbr 0\11" 

· Comm:LJDitYs Det'art!MDt ofTrallsportlttion at ('20) 562...6110. 

Sincerely, . 

·.~/P~. 
Ri~ P. Narcia 

·Lt Governor 

cc: Donald~ Autone, Sr.., Governor 
. Sandra Shade, Director, GRIC DOT 
Dale Gutenson, Coasultant, GRIC 
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RJdian/P. Nn'f1il 
GbvtRNOR 

Gi/0 RlPer Indiatt Community 
ExF.CUl JVF OrHc:E or rHF. GovFRNOR & LlFUlENAN 1 GoVEkNoR 

S~pte+r 10, 2003 

Honor~le Mayor Neil Giuliano, Chair 
Trans rtation Policy Committee 
Matico Assooiation of Oovc::rnments 
302 Nofh lst Avenue, Suite 300 
Phoenixj. AZ &5003 

Dear Cl1aitman Giuliano: 

Recent!*, representatives from. the Maricopa rusociati.on ofGovemments (MAG), a member of the 
Transpottatio~ Policy Cornn:i~e~ (fPC), and a City ~fPhoenix ~resentt:tive met with m~bers of 
my staflt to discuss the posstbthty of our Commuruty supporting a motion at an upcorrung TPC 
meetingjregarding the South Mountain Freeway. 

During the past two years, the Gila River Indian. Community has participated, as a key stakeholder, in 
the Environmenw Impact Statement (EIS) Study for the South Motmtain Freeway Corridor. 
Meetin~ve been held with the administrators tor the Arizona Department of Transportation 
(AJ??l1 and~ Federal Highway Administrat~~n (FHWA) to ~orm the~ of the Communitr's 
posttlon ardi.ng the proposed freeway. In addition, our CommurutyCounc1l adopted a Resolution 
in Au32000,. which in essence, does not support any freeway alignment on Tribal lands within the 
propo study area. Therefore. until sud time that our Cotmcil revisits this Resolution. the 
Comm , "ty wiU not support or endorse any proposed ulignments within. our boundary. 

We feel~· ongly that it is. premature for any freeway alignment to take precedence over another given 
that the IS study is stil1 two years away. from a Record of Decision. Further, we feel that any 
alie;ntne identified out,side the Community• s boWldary should not be precluded from the study and 
must al include the original Pecos Road alignment that was identified in MAG's Long Range 
TranspQ4a!ion Plan in 1985. 

315 WEST CASA Ht~o,f-J(A Ro.w .. POST o~riC( Boll <l7 • SAC.AlON, ARIZONA H.'i:J47 

fELti'HONE : (52(1J 562-6000 • fAX: 1.520) 562·h010 • EM/\11 ; execurivemail@gric. nsn.u~ 

Honorfble Neil Giuliano, Chair 
Septe1ber 10, 2003 
Page2; 

MemlJctrs of my staff will continue to work wii:h the study team for the EIS; however, any alignments 
for co$ideratian or approval must be ultimately approved by our Community Council. 

I 

~I'~~ 
Rich~ P. N~ia 
Govempr 

cc: 

i
acy V. Thomas, Lt. G<>vemor 

:rita River Community Council Members 
rban Giff~ Community Manager 
ary Bohnee, Executive Assistant, GRJC 
andra Shade, Di:feetot, GRIC DOT 

~
avis Pecusa, Superintendent, BIA Pima Agency 
ictor Mendez, Director, ADOT 
ill Hayden, Special A.Bsist.ant to Director, ADOT 

~obe~ Hol~is, ])i visio?- A~strator, FHWA 
qeiUlls S1t11th, Executive Drrector, MAG 
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Richard P Narda 
GDVERNQR e - •. . 

-
. . 

Gila River Indian Community 
ExECUTIVE OFHCE oF rHE GovERNoR & LIEUTENANT GovERNOR 

October 14, 2005 

Mr. Victor Mendez, Director 
Arizona Department of Transportation 
206 S. Seventeenth A venue 
Phoenix, AZ 85007-321,3 

Dear Director Mend~z: 

MARY V T. 
LiEUTCNANT G 

On behalf of the Gil.a River In:dian Community (the ••community''), I :appreciate the 
Arizona Department of Transportation (APOT) and the Federal Highway Administration . 
(FHWA) for taking the time to ·meet to di.scuss important trartsport~tion issues that face 
our respective organizations. 

As ·such, I believe the key to building a successful partnership is to develop a better 
communication process and protocol. Central to this effort is the need to identify a point 
of contact in our respective -organizations that is both knowledgeable aild capable of 
speaking in an offi.cial·capacity. For the Community, Ms. Sandra Shade, Director, Gila 
River Department of Transportation will continue to serve as the primacy contact. 

Consistent with our discussion, the Community would like to have Mr. Bill Hayden serve 
as the ADOT's primary liaison to the Community. As a part of your current team, Mr. 
Hayden brings to the bible the requisite experience in working with tribal governments. 
He has an established relationship with the Community Council, key staff, and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Of equal importance are his experience, knowledge and 
respect for our tribal protocol. The Lieutenant Governor and I both feel strongly that Mr. 
Hayden has demonstrated the ability to work with our leadership in an effective manner 
and,_ therefore, remain unyielding in our request that he serve as the key point of contact 
from ADOT to work with our Community on this project. We believe Mr. Hayden will 
move this project forward in a positive manner in the spirit of communication and 
cooperation with all stakeholders. 

Importantly, the Community recognizes the Interstate 10 (I-10) Widening Project is the 
number one statewide priority project for ADOT. As such, we feel strongly that ADOT 

~ 15 I/Vrs1 (,\V• B t.<~~". l\ R.o"'r," Po~, 01 rocE Box 97 ,. S1KATON. AR1 ..:ors~. 8524 7 
rELEI'Hor-~~ : (520j 562-6000 • Ft"'' (520) 562 ·601 0 .., EMAIL executlvemail@grir.nsn us 

must bring an experienced and professional project management team who wil1 work 
closely with our key staff in moving this project forward . 

The Community Council adopted Resolution GR-119-05 .. on August 5, 2005 that 
identifies several priority areas regarding the alignment, improvement, operation and 
maintenance of, and access to Interstate 10 within the boundaries "of our Community. · A 
copy of this resolution has been provided to you and Mr. Robert Hollis ofFHWA so that 
your respective organizations may begin the review process while we concurrently move 
forward with a Community outreach program and additional input and participation. 

Again, it was a pleasure to have the opportunity to meet with you and Mr. Hollis and I 
look forward to a mutually beneficial working relationship. Your consideration of the 
Community's recommendations is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

~~-t~ 
Richard P. Narcia, Governor 
Gila River Indian Community 

cc: Lt. Governor Mary V. Thomas 
Gary Bohnee, Chief of Staff, GRJC 
Sandra Shade, Director, GRlC DOT 
Robert Ho11is, FHW A Division Administrator 
The Honorable Governor Janet Napolitano 
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.Ricnt?rtt.P. Nmda 
GOVER I>; OR 

Gila Ritter Iltdlatt Cotnr1tiiiilf!J 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR & LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

Mr. Victor Mendez 
DU'eetor 
Arizona Department ofTnmsportation 
206 S. 17th Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Dear .Director Mendez: 

Ma'!J V. Tnoma.r 
liEUTEN;',NT GOVERNOR 

.h.s you ~ aware, there bati Ie~;cnt:ly been considerabie public dobate on the future of the 
propok:d South Mo'lll'®bl ~ 202. In an effort to clarify the position of the Gila Rivc:r Indian 
Community (•"the Comnlunity'? on this issue please accept thjs letter to rea:ffinn that the 
Co:mmunity does not support any freeway alignment on tribal lands. 

Consistent witb a CenmnmityCouncil ~olution (GR-126-00) adopted in August 2000 and, more 
teeently, a motion that was adopted by the Council em DecCJnber 8, 2005 to reaffirm the August 
2000 resolution, the Community remains steadfast in. its position on the proposed S~uth Mounwn 
Loop 202. Importantly, it is the authority of tbe Conununity Counoil to detennine the 
transportation policy of the Cmrinnmity. Theref<m:, until such time that the Conununity Council 
revisits the· actions; 6¥: Community will :nt>t support or endorse any proposed alignment within 
the boundaries of the reservation. 

While ·the Comm~mity appreciates being il key stakeholder m the EnvirOilllleiltal Impact 
Statemen! (''EIS'? process to date, with the-heightened 1~1 of public debate on this issue it is 
important for the Community to oon-.rcr its position a& clr:::arly as pOssible. In any public forum it 
is our hope tbl: Community's position is enunciated accurately. Indeed, on behalf of the 
<:;ommunity we look; fotward to working with you oo other significant transporta-tion pwjects that 
are of con:unon interest. 

Please do not l)esito.te to contact me if you have any questiOIJi. 

~~t-~~ 
R.iohard P. Narcia 
Govdnor 

c;:c: Community Council, GRIC 
Robert Holfu;, Division Administrator, ffiW A 
Sandta Shade, Direot.()f, GRICDOT ·· 
Ce(:ilia Martine:, ~ Supe.rintQndent, BIA, Pima Agenoy 

315 WEST 0.SA BLANCA ROAD o POST 0FFra Box 97 o SACATON, ARIZONA 85247 
TELEPHONE: (520) 562-6000 o FAX: (520) 562-6~1 0 " EMAIL: executivemail@gric.nsn.us 

May 23,2006 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Jeri Thomas 

Community Public Information Officer 
Gila River Indian Community 

(520) 562-6000 
(520) 562-6030 

Executive Office of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
-- Media Advisory --

Governor William R. Rhodes States 
The People of Gila River Indian Community 

Are Entitled to Vote on Loop 202 Issue 

Sacaton, Arizona - William R. Rhodes, Governor of the Gila River Indian 

Community, who in the past several weeks has raised speculation among off

reseNation residents, politicians, and highway transportation officials that 

building the South Mountain Freeway on reseNation land may still be a 

possibility, despite past rejection of such a proposal by the Community Council, 

says his suggestion that the freeway issue should be decided by tribal members 

in a voter referendum is out of concern that all affected landowners and 

community residents be heard on the matter. 

Rhodes said he acknowledges that the community's District Six council 

passed district legislation opposing building the freeway on district land, and that 

the Gila River Community Counqil reaffirmed that opposition last year. "District 

Six, they have a legal resolution, and the Community Council resolution 

reaffirming the District Six resolution is legal," he said, but he noted that during 

his campaign for governor land owner groups approached him with concerns 

about not having a voice when opposition was raised. 

"The landowners are saying, 'We didn't get a chance to vote.' That's true, 

if you're not from that District (Six), you didn't get to vote," Rhodes said. He 

explained that tribal members who have land interest in the affected area of the 

proposed South Mountain Freeway aren't necessarily members of District Six; 
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they may be enrolled members in any of the other six districts of the Gila River 

Indian Community. 

This oversight can be remedied, he said, "Their right to vote can come 

through a voter referendum. This issue has been going on for the past three to 

four administrations, we will get an answer, and the way get an answer is by a 

referendum vote. I'm doing this to protect the peoples' rights. They have a right to 

a referendum." 

Rhodes said the bylaws and constitution of the Gila River Indian 

Community outlines two ways that such a referendum can be held-one, it can 

be called by a resolution of the Community Council; two, it can called if at least 

1 0 percent of the registered voters in the community sign a petition. 

Article 13-Referendum, of the Community's Constitution reads, "A 

referendum on any enacted or proposed ordinance or resolution or other action 

of the Council shall be called by a petition of 10 percent or more of the qualified 

voters of the Community or by resolution of the Council. Such referendum may 

be held at a special election called for that purpose or may be held at the same 

time as and concurrent with any other election. The result of such referendum 

shall be immediately noted in the Council minutes by the Secretary and shall be 

conclusive and binding upon the Council." 

Rhodes said in pursuit of such a referendum, "We can go through the 

Community Council, ask them for a referendum vote to get an answer from the 

voters. If the Council feels it doesn't want to do a special election, then we'll have 

to go get signatures. The people have a right to a referendum, it's in the 

Constitution. The landowners have a right to express yes or no." 

. QtLA. RIVER ·rNQtAN COMMUNITY· 
. SACATON., ,AZ 85247 : 

:LAND-USE PLANNiNG & ZONIN~ 
· . Fred - Ring·l~ro, Dire?tor 

Planning &_ Zoning Cominfssion 
Ordi-nance Enforcement Office · 
Tribat.Homesite :Office : 
Livestock Office - . 
SIJrvey & Enginee~ing _. ' I ' · . 

. . . . : . 

POST-OfFIGE-BOX E 
(520) .562~3301 
( 480) 899-0092 
(520) . 8~6-7291 

. FAX (520) 562-4008 

. NATURALRE~OURC~S STANDING COMMITTEE 
. ~IGHT-()F-'ENTRY -
f'I;~MIT NO. Rt-02;,_01 

THIS RI(;HT- OF- ENTRY is here_by.granted~ t_o;: .. . · . 

: _ HDREngineering, Inc; ·. 
_ 2.t4(East Highla-nd.-Avenu·~ · 

· Suite-250 - .. 
Phoenix,. Arizona 8!j~16-473q · 

.• · . · . · · · Telephone (602) 508-6600 _ . _ - . 
*Contact ·Pers(?h: Stephen~- Martin, P.E., Proje?t Manager ; 

THIS RIGHT-Qf.;ENTRY, has, been grantedforthe following purpose.~ -T~ perrorm tne> 
following> general types, otwork_:· · · · : . · · · ·. _· · · _ · · . - . - · 

- - • 1. To p~fform _land surveying and temporary-aerial target cdnstruction.-· 
. . . - . ' . . . . .. 

2. · To_ eohduct :fteld investigations for a v~riety of non-:Ci:lsturbing · 
environmental· sur:Veys iricludfng drainag:e; biological, cultural; lal)d · 
use. sodo-:~conomic, tra-nsportation, -geolog-icat visual, n·oise; air · 
qua,tity~, utilities,_and ot~er eriviro~mental considerations. ' -

T~l~ RIGHT .. of:.;EN-TRY, wiJI. ~ncompass-the general: alignineht studies already 
approvedfor considerationthrough_priorTribal- CounCil Resolution. :The ·~tudy are~: is a · 
three-mile wide. cqrridor starting witt} the. eastern. boUnda·ry -Hne being the: Interstate. 
Highway 1-10, northern boundary is the GRIC northern boundary line or commonly.. , 
known as Peco_s Road alignment'to a point known as the 35Ift Ave alignm~nt and turns 

·-northwest to the Salt River; the westem1 -boundary line _is.th~ -Gila River and runs ·north 
to the~ Salt River Please see the attached niap of the approved study: area. · ,.. · 
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. ·. 

·. ~; -, 

· THIS RIGHT -OF~WAY, will comme.nce. September 6, 2001 and end Septemb.er 5; 
. 2003 . ' . . . . 

. THIS ~IGHT -OF~WA Y; was aRprov<?d at a duly held meeting of the Gila Rive·r 'Tribal· . 
Council meeting on; S~ptember 5, 4001 in wh.ich Gila River Tribal Council app'roved 

··granting a blanket right-of-entry for a three: (3) year period b~g_irming Septemb~r 6, 
2001" and ending--September 5, 2004; · · · · · · · 

·THIS RIGHT-OF-E~TRY, is·. granted· with the ~ol~owi~g co'nd_itions: · 

1-.. . 

. 2. 

.•lndividual$.graotedentry into the Gila River Indian Commur~itY (the . 
"Gornrriunity"), :but found in· other a·reas butside of theidob sites ·: . 
may be· Cited for: civil trespas~ihg, by tribal R~ngers and/or tri.bar· law 

-·enforcement officers.: ln. addition-; individuals cited for-civil ~re~pass-
co~:~ra be .fine_d and. have· their .~ehi'cres arid/or equ_ipment · · 
co~fis~at~d. · . .· . . .. · . ·. . . . . . • :. , ..• . · . 
Activities-which are not related directly.forthe .. p.urpose stated· . 
·above is.a.yioiatibn of tile gr~nting ~o'r this Right-()f- Entry permit 
_and may be·cause fprthe'p~rmit .to.be revoked .. · · ·. · . . ·· .· · ... ~: · . 

3. . . .. Individuals ·grarited access into the Comm~~ity are prohil?ited from 
carrying firearms ohto tribal lands. (Ti-ibat' Law prohibits h_unting 

4. 

5 . . 

. an<;f,ftshing activities). . . . . . . . . ' . 
Individuals gra'nted access into the Comrrtunity mu.st-be· aware th~t . 
there are-o'rdinances protecting archaeolpgicat.a:nd historical. ~ites, ~ 

. as well ~s the pmt~ctioh of native plants.,:· f'n· the event any· ground 
disturbance is conducted contact with the Land Use· Ordinan.ce-·. . . -.. 

·. Office has to. be. made ·priodo the actjvity~ ··lndividuals granted 
actess into the .Commun_ity s,hould rnakean.~arnesteffbrtto · ·. . 
·b.ecome know,edgeable ofthe~e ·ard.nan~es,_ ormake inquirie~·to 
the GRIC/Land'and Water.ResourcesDepartmentwhen in dbuqt<. 
about: situations OfelatingJo:thern. . ' . • .. . ·.. . . .. ' ' . . ·. ·: . 
The individuals identified in. this perrnitwm notity-lhe Land Use · , 

. Ordinance Office 24 hours iry advance. ~hen visits will &.e. made_ i11to · 
the COmmunity. . . . . . . . . . . 
Individuals granted access into the Gila Rivet liidian Community 

. must keep this R.iqht-of-Erittv iri their· possession ·at all. times· · 
... . . {copies,.ofthis permit may be ll)cide}. Further; it will be·unde_rst.ood 
· . that the partidpan~s- .ofthis activity\v.ill abide by'.the laws and · . , . 

' - ·.. . ' ,• :· · . . · . _· . . ' . 

' ; ' 

. :. -·. 

ordin~nce~ of the Gila River _Indian Community; 

· THIS RIGHT ·OF-ENT~Y. in no wa~. holds the Gila: River Indian .Con:;Jmunity liable for 

. any- theft~. damage~ or injuries while on ·th~ Gila. Riv~r Indian Community. Rese~ation . . 
. . . 

ye~icles:. · See attached vehicle i~formation . 

· . Personnel: , See .attached personnel i~f~rrriation 

.. ~ · 

:Notes: , . 
1 ... .- Current 'i3usiness License is.-required for all. const.iltants doing.wotkwithin the 

Gila Ri-ver:! rid ian Corl)munity, incJt.idiog. sub consult~nts~ · •- · . , · , . . . · . . . 
2: : Any .ad(iitions to field _perso'nhet and field ·vehiCles• will ne'ed to be reportedifaxed ·• 

to the Land Use Ordinance Office·. · ·. · . . ·. ·. · .. · , , · · · · ·· 
.. 3. Maps attached. identifying areas ·where work wiU be condtJcted.· ; 

• ·• ·..J_ • - • • . .. • •• • • • • • · _ •• • 

cc: Dohald•Antone, Sr.,: Governor. 
Richard Narica, Lt _Gbvernor . . 
Davis Pecusa,.Pima Ag~ncy Superintendent · · 

·. ·GB.I c Rangers· . . · . .· . . · · . 
·Elaine Blackwater, Land· Use Ordinance Officer 

. ·· .... ,· ' . ' . , . ' .· . 

'. 

.. ·: , • 


